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The Challenges of Psychological S brrifl

of Terrorism

» Publicly available accounts are propaganda.
» Access to individuals almost impossible

» Any access isbound to be biased sample,
(especially suicide bombers!).

» Any responses are self-serving.

» Ideological disquiet about talking to terrorists.




General Findings on
Characteristrics of Terrorists

» Great variation in
> Religions
o Contexts

» Above average education
» Grow up in democracies

» Not usually deprived




The Rhetorical Foundation of
Militant Jihad

» Emphasize literal interpretation of the Qur'an
» To restore a ‘golden age’ of Islam

» Sharia rule throughout the world

» Break with man-mad institutions

» Convert non-believers or make them 2nd class
» Women are inherently seductive and less

» An enlightened vanguard must achieve this




Does Terrorism require
cognitive simplicity?

“It is a guide for the righteous....These are
rightly guided by their Lord; these shall surely
triumph.....As for the unbelievers...a grievous
punishment awaits them.”

Opening paragraphs of The Koran.




A PCP Perspective on the
Narratives of Terrorists
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Example of a Repertory Grid
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Frequency of key people cited by terrorists
as important in their lives

Present/Absent %
(max 49)
Category Frequency % of total
Total 360 100
12 Parents 58 16.1 48 98.0
17 Security 48 13.3 35 71.4
13 Political 41 11.4 21 42.9
5 Comrade 30 8.3 20 40.8
3
Commanders 26 7.2 19 38.8
2 Beloved 22 6.1 21 42.9
7 Icon 18 5 16 32.7
6 Friend 16 4.4 15 30.6
° Link 13 3.6 13 26.5
18 Sibling 13 3.6 11 22.4
11 Motivator 12 3.3 12 24.5
19 Teacher 11 3.1 11 22.4
1 Allah 10 2.8 10 20.4
Communal 10 2.8 10 20.4
14 Prophet 9 2.5 9 18.4
15 Relatives 8 2.2 8 16.3
20 Trainer 8 2.2 8 16.3
8 Judiciary 4 1.1 4 8.2
Mafia 2 0.6 1 2.0
Satan 1 0.3 1 2.0



Comparison of shaheed and non-shaheed

family religiosity and family cohesion
Joseph Attard’s PhD
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PCA of Grid for Activist Leader '
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e o PCA Of Grid for Terrorist Subordinate e
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Repertory Grid Analysis of Islamic Terrorist who planted a bomb
Killing 46 and injuring more than 200
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Possible Military Applications
of Investigative Psychology -
Improvised Explosive Devices )(IEDs)
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THE DECAY FUNCTION FOR IED’S
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Frequency of
incidents
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