Investigative Psychology:
Offender Profiling and the
Analysis of Criminal Action

Professor David Canter
International Research Centre
for Investigative Psychology

The University of Huddersfield

WWW.| -pSy.com
WWW.1a_-ID.or
WWW.davidcanter.com



http://www.i-psy.com/
http://www.i-psy.com/
http://www.i-psy.com/
http://www.ia-ip.org/
http://www.ia-ip.org/
http://www.ia-ip.org/
http://www.davidcanter.com/

1. WNihy Investigatnetive
Psyohblofygy is Neosssayry




WhyyriiestigattigeaPayedogyhology
IS Neeessasnry

= Bayond the singlecaseandinformed
onirdon

= Bayond Oifender Profiiing
(Wo moeenihit-amd-runtexpertst)

= Tollsecome partof invesiigativepractise

= FogissOonorimiaabactaensteievant to
treatmentcarsccassessment




Psyching mind
ol a Killer @
P == S westigative Ps ychiology
Peycholgy of s mudere ~ hasititsrorigins in

Professor s vital pen portralt caritbiboiing to
-~ ik S Vi ~ L —y =
- INvesyigavons

mmhﬂh Dmd[:-m ml%m ltﬂumle‘ﬂ: g&ﬂﬁﬁ:’ﬂ
Since 1986:

contributions to

P SY[:thl]giSt tﬂ over 150 Enquiries

- Murder
R
help police s
— Robbery
track rapist conce 12"
DETAILS of & string of bedait rapes and sexnss Government Enquiries

E_'“_M:TEW e have bea: Expert Evidence for the Defence



= woile dhds Yesier oy nrn

. klue ﬂ’“{ hrcn dr : J :fk Tir:ws Best Seller . 4 %
' BOB TAYLOR

" MINDHUNTER

T s e e e TN e S
-5
-

>
beyoind the
Spula@ﬁvo Guick fix!

R ERS | o WA ALLAN GOl

THEEXTRAORDINARY SCIENCE OF CRIMINAL PROFILING  Solve

& Paul :Bq_land i






urable Mr Justice  Ognall -

Regina v Colin Stagg

11 aneafrai thisbehaviour s b ¢
b&trgysonot mrerelycarseofcess of
zen bbu 2 swrbsta ntéan @ttempt to
mcrimateade = sespeoodiypositive
amdddesrepéiven donduot of the
grossestkindd

—




T_




The profiles slowed down the investigation because
Bunday was excluded from computer searches due
to the oOprofil eo

Two psychics were no use either!
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Investigative Psychology Support for Investigations
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Investigative Psychology Is

The systematic, scientific study of
a)lnvestigative information, its retrieval,
evaluation and utilisation,

b)Investigative actions and decisions, their
Improvement and support, and

c)The inferences that can be made about
criminal activity,

its development, differentiation and
prediction,
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1. Linkiing I which arimgsaasehiheasannéfaftenter?
2. Saliened- what diistinguissbe shthefefidader?
3.Charactergstics How migiht weiindeatifyhhim?
4.Locationt- wheremijghthbédbdhased?

5. Pratiiaiioni- what imightheeldavaXt?
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INFERLEISECE

ticough

NARNATIVE CONSISTENCY
The roles and relationships a person lives

reflect an unfolding process of settirgpecific
Interpersonal transactions.

Settings
Personal Narratives

Patterns of Criminal Action
Soclial Networks



Geographical Profiling




The -Secrgts*g Geographical Profiling
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The UK's leading pioneer of criminal psychological profiling

PRINCIPLES or
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The Series of Rapes and Murders Carried Out
across London 1982-1986
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T2 Eailweay Rapist - 1285

Development in

Crimes:

More determined
More planned
Weekday from weekend

Solo from Duo

Profile

Lived in area of early offence in 1983

Arrested after October 1983, for violence
not necessarily sexual.

Lived with wife/girlfriend i childless
Mid to Late 200s
Light Hair

5690

Right Handed
OAG6 secretor
Semi - skilled, no public contact

Keeps to himself, with one or two close
friends.



The Unfolding Crime Series Across London
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DuffyyBEventuallyl Satebini Courty urt:

nNTo begin with It was 1 n
well. We would plan it quite

meticulously. We would have balaclavas

and knives. We used to call it hunting.

We did it as a bit of a joke, a bit of a

game. |t added to the exoc

NYou get 1T nto the patt-dtrr
IS very difficult to stop."
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Mauieiing Offence Location Choice
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T h e

iiing Cffence-Location Choi ~‘

S

oSerial Killers 76%
oSerial Rapists 72%
o Serial Arsonists 629

o Serial Burglars 49%

Ty pot hesi so0




oragnet

AAN interactive system designed for use
on a PC with minimal training, allowing
context sensitive modification.

ADeveloped as a support tool to indicate
the likelihood of the offender living at
any given location and the implications
of linking local crimes



Gaeral relationskip between
s2acch areza v bragnet amdognapartion
of oifenders

Proportion of
100% sample

73%
50%

25%

0%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Proportion of are to be searched.



An explanatory model for criminal actions




Aunpeaziches e the Causes
Crimuiarality

LEGAL BIO -SOCIAL
Agency Genes
Responsibility Hormones
Intention Brain dysfunction
Conscious control OPersonality
Planning Upbringing
Control Social inequality

The Person The Organism



CrimviaalcNarrati




Comedy lrony
(Spring) (Winter)

Romance | Tragedy
(Summer) | (Autumn)

Northrop Frye 0Anatomyof Criticism (1957




Jerome Bruner OActs of
challenging information processing model.
Dan McAdams O0The Stor |
(1993) 1 Challenging trait theory of
personality.

John McLeod ONarr

at
Psychotherapyo (2001
dynamic therapies

EMmErgersce of a
‘Narrative Perspactive’

e



The world Is constructed by our
understanding not there to be discovered.

We active ly make sense of the world
rather than being pushed by internal or
external forces.

Our noti on of our Osel f
how we act on the world.

Chalkenge toFositivisoddrthodoxy
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Tn2 Karrazive Approach in a

Crimianed Cisrdext
Katz (1988): a condition necessary for an offence
to take place is the requirement of a line of
Interpretation in which the individual
understands himself and how he is perceived by
others. This relates to the role that an individual

plays;

Narrative data consist of stories people tell about
their life episodes or about their lives as a whole.
Those stories relate to how people understand
the significance of things that have happened to
them and of the things they have done



Taotal 161 afiendars /(2ged 16 - 77 ¢2&rs)
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Type of offence | No. of offenders | Type of offence | No. of offenders
Burglary 23 Indecent exposure 2
Robbery 30 Affray 1
Drugs offences 21 Arson 3
Indecent assault 7 Assist move body 1
Murder 20 Attempted rape 1
Rape 10 GBH 1
Assault 4 Kidnapping 1
Fraud 10 Manslaughter 1
ABH 3 Firearms 1

possession
Violence 9 UTMV 2
Theft 5 Driving offences 5

Number of offenders interviewed for each offence type



Mean Experience Score for each Offence Type

Fraud Drug Property

Offences Offences Offences

Mean Experience Score

Type of Offence




Narratives
of Murder

Pace 24 DAILY MIRROR, Wednesday, November 1, 2006

TOT'S DEATH
LIKE ROMEO

AND JULIET

Dad tells of killing Millie, 3

A DAD yesterday told a court that
killing his daughter was like

“Romeo and Juliet”.
Gavin Hall, 33, hugged Millie, three.
gave her pills to make her drowsy then
suffocated her with chloroform. He
tried to kill himself but survived.

Hall, stuttering and his voice barely
heard, said: “We talked about heaven
and we talked about no more crying,
no more sadness. It seemed very
Romeo and Juliet. We were distraught,
we were distressed.”

He claimed wife Joanne, 31, had
destroyed their lives by cheating again
with a married judge she met on the
internet. Millie came downstairs _«
as he prepared to kill himself
and he decided to take her on
his “journey”, Northampton
crown court heard.

He gave her anti-depres-
sants. He said: “She was sat
on my knee and she fed them
to me and I fed her one.” R

Radiographer Hall said
he told Millie that her

SUFFOCATED: Millie E

l By VICTORIA WARD J

parents' marriage was over and claims
she said she wanted to stay with him.

Asked if he had made Millie agree to
something she did not understand, he
told the court: “At the time it all must
have been clear.”

In letters written that November
night to Joanne, Hall, who also has a
one-year daughter Lucy, said : “I only
took them [the children] because they
would be loved, cherished and adored.”

But he said yesterday: “There wasno
conscious decision made to take
Millie, just like there was no conscious
decision made not to take Lucy.”
He claimed he was not in control.
k% He said: “TI never intended to kill
g8 anybody but myself. T don't
" know what I was thinking.”
Hall, of Irchester, Northants,
denies murder but admits

manslaughter on the
grounds of diminished
responsibility.

1 The trial continues.

‘\ victoria. ward@mirTor.co.uk
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RoOle ctatemeants

1. It was like being a professiona 2.1 was doing it because | had to
3. It seemed fun 4. It seemed right

5. | found it interesting 6. It was like being on an adventure
7. It seemed routine 8. | found | couldn't help myself

9.

| was acting like | wasn't part of it
10.1t was like being in control

11. It seemed like the manly thing to do
12.1 was acting like a criminal

13. It was like being a victim 14 .1 was acting like a hero
15. | found that | didn't care 16.1 was acting out of revenge
17. | was doing a job

18. | found that | knew what | was doing

19. It seemed like the only thing to do 20. | was doing harm



(+
Harm

Only thing to do
@lhadto 2 Wasn't part of it §

w Criminal

Professional

@ Knew what wasdoing

A

Victim
Job o
Routine
@ Professional
o
‘Adventurer I Couldn't help my
Intergsting Manly thing
" o Revenge

dventure® Hero (+
Fun @ ‘Revenger I

self

o Being in control

SSAof Roles with regional interpretation
(Coefficient of Alienation 0.12 in 36 iterations)



It seemed like fun.
| was acting like a hero.
| found it interesting.

It was like being on an adventure.

Agqventarer



Significant event 1

Kids using his house to doss, so | threw them
out, battered them all

Murder

To |l et him know he Just co
was my ni ght rui nedo)
Life as Film

Brave Heart or Rob Roy, dishing out
punishment for wrongdoing.

23\ vearvdid caraiocted ot Murder



t seemed right.
found | coul dnot help
was acting out of revenge.
t was like being in control.
t seemed like the manly thing to do.



