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“In recent years we have expanded and relocated our Centre for Investigative 
Psychology; accepting Master’s and Doctoral students from the UK,  
Poland, Israel, Canada, Ireland and the USA to work with our UK team.  
Alongside myself and Dr Youngs, these individuals are carrying out studies  
on such topics as homicide detective decision-making, detection of 
deception, geographical profiling, terrorism, hijacking and kidnapping,  
serial rape investigation and fraud. 

“We are happy to introduce the International Research Centre for 
Investigative Psychology (IRCIP) to the University of Huddersfield.   
Our first annual newsletter is meant to provide an insight into what our  
Centre has achieved in the past year and what we aim to accomplish in  
the near future.”

Professor David Canter
Director of IRCIP
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Recent highlights

IRCIP comes to town!

In August 2009 Professor David Canter and Dr Donna Youngs brought their research team from Liverpool University to  
the University of Huddersfield to launch the new postgraduate research discipline IRCIP; combining Investigative and  
Forensic Psychology.  A comprehensive and international team of Master’s and Doctoral researchers were recruited.   
The Canter and Youngs Doctoral programme currently has over 20 PhD candidates. 

Professor David Canter
Director

Dr Donna Youngs
Co-Director

Dr Maria Ioannou
Senior Lecturer

Dr Laura Hammond
Research Fellow

The 9th annual 
International Academy 
of Investigative 
Psychology Conference 

In January 2010, the 9th annual 
International Academy of 
Investigative Psychology (IA-IP) 
Conference took place in London.  

Top experts in Investigative and 
Forensic Psychology as well as a 
variety of researchers and academics 
worldwide presented their latest 
research on topics including crime 
linkage, investigative interviewing 
and internet offence patterns.   
The event was coordinated by 
Jemma Hollinshead, a current  
PhD student with IRCIP.  

For information about the  
10th annual IA-IP conference 
please visit: www.IA-IP.org

Institute of Applied Criminology and  
Forensic Science launch
In March 2010, as part of the Human and Health Sciences Research Festival,  
the Institute of Applied Criminology and Forensic Science (IACFS) was launched at 
the Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds.  IACFS comprises an elite team of researchers 
collaborating from four different disciplines including Applied Criminology,  
Forensic Science, Precision Technology Engineering and Investigative Psychology.

At the launch Professor David Canter gave an exciting presentation about the  
‘Maths of Familiarity’ in regards to offender profiling and Nick Ross from Crime Watch 
chaired the event.  This conference was coordinated by Meredith Gafford, a current  
PhD student with IRCIP.  For more information about future events please visit:  
www.IACFS.co.uk

Pictured left to right: Professor Alex Hirschfield (Applied Criminology), Dr Roger Jewsbury 
(Forensic Science), Professor David Canter (Investigative Psychology), Professor Liam Blunt 
(Precision Technology Engineering) and Nick Ross (Crime Watch, Jill Dando Institute).

http://www.iacfs.co.uk/
http://www.ia-ip.org/
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IRCIP in action
‘Investigative Psychology is the systematic, scientific study of:

•	 investigative information, its retrieval, evaluation and utilisation

•	 police actions and decisions, their improvement and support

•	 the inferences that can be made about criminal activity

with the objective of improving criminal and civil investigations, and legal processes.’ 

(Canter and Youngs, 2009)

Current Doctoral research profiles
Nikki Carthy from Sunderland, UK

PhD topic: Narrative analysis of the offence characteristics of rape and  
the stage of attrition, issues surrounding consent and alcohol/drug use. 

Future career goals: Academic research and teaching.

Meredith Gafford from California, Colorado, USA

PhD topic: Narrative analysis of female suicide bombers.

Future career goals: Academic research, consultancy, policy work,  
clinical assessment and programme evaluation.

Kathryn Hughes from Runcorn, UK

PhD topic: Investigative inferences, correlating crime and offence style to personality 
characteristics. This research aims to identify sub groups of given personality aspects and 
correlate them to offence preferences, styles and level of criminality.

Future career goals: Research and academia.

Jemma Hollinshead from Crewe, Cheshire, UK

PhD topic: The offender narrative action system and a general model of investigative  
interview strategy.    

Future career goals: Academic research and crime analyst for the UK police.

Wajid Khan from Dewsbury, UK

PhD topic: Towards an understanding of the psychological pathways to terrorism and radicalisation.

Future career goals: Forensic research and policy combining clinical and forensic psychology. 
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Master’s and PhD courses
Investigative Psychology MSc  
Professional applications to forensic and legal contexts

Course Director: Dr Donna Youngs  
Senior Lecturer: Dr Maria Ioannou

This intensive one year Master’s course was developed from the original 
Investigative Psychology MSc set up by Professor David Canter, 
which was unique and internationally-renowned.   

Investigative Psychology (IP) is the systematic science that developed  
out of early ‘offender profiling’ contributions by psychologists and the  
FBI to police investigations and court cases. 

Graduates of this course now work in diverse legal and forensic contexts 
typically progressing rapidly to senior levels as crime and intelligence  
analysts, behavioural investigative advisors, forensic lecturers,  
applied researchers or within commercial organisations and  
Government agencies including the National Policing Improvement Agency.   
In these important positions, the graduates are now advancing the  
application of IP to forensic and investigative practice around the world.   
The course is being submitted for IA-IP accreditation,  
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) research methodology 
recognition and the British Psychological Society (BPS) forensic accreditation.

Investigative Psychology PhD

Course Director: Professor David Canter  
Co Director: Dr Donna Youngs

Opportunities are available for PhD study under the supervision 
of world-authority Professor David Canter and his long-standing 
colleague Dr Donna Youngs.  The researchers run a structured, 
formal PhD activity, with group workshops and Masterclasses as 
well as focused individual supervisions.

Candidates accepted on to the IRCIP Doctoral programme are 
assigned to teams under one of the themes within the Canter  
and Youngs research programme:

1.	 Modelling Sexual and Violent Crime including Domestic 
Violence and Stalking

2.	 Geographical Offender Profiling of Property and Violent Crime

3.	 Criminals’ Narratives, Action Patterns and Offending Experiences

4.	 Psychological Pathways to Terrorism and Radicalisation

5.	 Investigative Psycholinguistics of Threat, Extortion and Fraud

During their PhD, all successful applicants are encouraged 
to participate in the activities of the Centre as well as IA-IP. 
Publication and collaborative projects are also encouraged and 
some opportunities for part-time work may be available within 
the Centre. International applicants and experienced practitioner 
applicants are particularly welcomed.

For further information on the application process for the Investigative Psychology 
MSc or PhD, please contact Dr Donna Youngs, e-mail: d.youngs@hud.ac.uk

School of Human and Health Sciences
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IRCIP in the press

The psychology of catching burglars

The following excerpt was taken from an article written by Chris Arnot 
for the Educational Guardian on Monday 24 May 2010. 

Professor David Canter says: “It’s getting behind the dots on the  
map to understand how a criminal makes sense of and uses places.  
As the new coalition grapples with the problem of cutting the cost 
of policing without increasing crime, help could be at hand from 
the University of Huddersfield.  A team at its research centre for 
investigative psychology has developed a computer system that  
could improve burglary detection rates by between 10% and 20%  
for virtually no extra cost”. 

To view the complete article visit: www.guardian.co.uk/
education/2010/may/24/forensic-psychology-catch-burglars

Professor David Canter has a system to catch burglars ...  
if only Boris Johnson could fix the computer. 
Photograph by David Levene for the Educational Guardian

Investigative Psychology: Offender Profiling and Criminal Action

In early 2009, David Canter and Donna Youngs launched the 
first academic text in the discipline of Investigative Psychology. 
The following book review excerpt was taken from:

Freckleton, I. (2010) Book Review – 
Investigative Psychology:  
Offender Profiling and Criminal 
Action, by David Canter and  
Donna Youngs. Psychiatry, 
Psychology and Law, 17, 2,  
pp. 328-331 

Article excerpt: 
“Investigative Psychology by Canter and Youngs is a mature 
and brave step by innovative and leading researchers in 
forensic psychology.  It concentrates on offender profiling but 
incorporates a range of cognate issues which are defined as 
falling within the applied discipline of investigative psychology.

“The work is very much a statement of where the discipline had 
reached as of 2009.  Canter and Youngs’ work is controversial 
and aspects of it are assertively disputed by other well regarded 
scholars; theirs is a fraught and fractious area of scholarship.  
In the book they have laid bare their theories and the reasoning 
which has led to them.  They have made a number of important 
concessions in terms of evidentiary bases and methodologies 
and mapped a path for the discipline in contributing to 
investigative processes and reasoning.”

Centre publications
Canter, D. (Ed) (2010) The Faces of 
Terrorism: Multidisciplinary Perspectives. 
Wiley, London, UK

Canter, D. (2010) Forensic Psychology 
a Very Short Introduction. Oxford Press, 
Oxford, UK 

Canter, D. Youngs, D. (2009)  
Investigative Psychology: Offender 
Profiling and the Analysis of Criminal 
Action. John Wiley and Sons, London, UK

Canter, D. Ioannou, M. Youngs, D. (2009) 
Safer Sex in the City. Ashgate, UK

Canter, D. Youngs, D. (2008)  
Applications of Geographical Offender 
Profiling. Ashgate, UK

Canter, D. Zukauskiene, R. (Eds) (2008) 
Psychology and Law: Bridging the Gap. 
Ashgate, UK
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Recent conference presentations
10th Annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology
The 10th Annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology took place in Liege in September 2010 and featured the  
following presentations: 

1. 	 Narratives roles in criminal action: An integrative framework for differentiating offenders - Donna Youngs and David Canter from IRCIP.

2. 	 An ideographic approach to geographical offender profiling: Increasing efficacy through density and linear models across 
different crime areas using DragnetP - David Canter, Piotr Juszczak, Laura Hammond and Donna Youngs from IRCIP. 

3.	 When is an offender not a criminal? A comparison of convicted and non convicted respondents’ self reported illegal acts - 
Donna Youngs and David Canter from IRCIP. 

International Problem-Oriented Policing and Crime Analysis Training Conference
The International Problem-Oriented Policing and Crime Analysis Training Conference took place in Texas in September 2010 and featured  
the following presentation:

1.	 Beyond offender profiling: Investigative psychology principles and tools for the crime analyst - Donna Youngs and David Canter 
from IRCIP.

Forthcoming events
10th International Investigative  
Psychology Conference

The 10th International Investigative Psychology Conference 
will be sponsored by IA-IP and run in conjunction with  
the Netherlands Institute for the Study of Criminality and  
Law Enforcement (NSCR) and the VU University in Amsterdam. 
This will take place in Amsterdam on 31 March to 2 April 2011.   

If you would like to take part in this exciting event,  
your individual, symposia or poster submissions will be 
welcomed in any area of investigative psychology including:

•	 Investigative Interviewing

•	 Sexual and Violent Crime

•	 Analysing Volume Crime

•	 Legal and Court Psychology: Jury Decision-Making;  
Expert Psychological Testimony

•	 ‘Offender Profiling’ and Crime Linking (CCA)

•	 Detecting Deception

•	 Eyewitness Testimony

•	 Geographical Profiling; Crime Mapping and  
Environmental Criminology

•	 Applied Forensic Science

•	 Police Decision Making and the Investigative Process

•	 Psychology of Terrorism

To take part please e-mail your submissions as abstracts 
containing no more than 150 words to Laura Hammond, 
e-mail: l.hammond@hud.ac.uk no later than 24 January 2011.

Geographical Offender Profiling Workshop 

The Geographical Offender Profiling Workshop is a professional 
two day training opportunity provided by Professor David Canter 
and IA-IP, which will take place in March 2011 in London and 
Amsterdam. The two day training programme which is accredited 
by IA-IP, costs £495 and will cover:  

•	 Making More Effective Use of Geographical Offender 
Profiling, including geographical information systems to 
support intelligence and investigations for crime analysts, 
the police and researchers.

•	 ‘Introducing Geo-Behavioural Profiling Training’ package, 
including theoretical and practical sessions.

On completion of this workshop attendees will receive a 
certificate.  The Dragnet Geographical Profiling Software and 
Manual, created by David Canter, will also be included in the 
delegate package for continued professional applications. 

If you would like further information about this workshop please 
contact Laura Hammond, e-mail: l.hammond@hud.ac.uk  
or IA-IP, e-mail: iaip@ia-ip.org
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If you would like further information about any of the articles within the newsletter please contact Vikki Raistrick:

School of Human and Health Sciences
University of Huddersfield, Queensgate, Huddersfield  HD1 3DH

Tel: 01484 472808	 E-mail: v.raistrick@hud.ac.uk

www.hud.ac.uk

8 10598

About IRCIP
IRCIP mission statement: To create a world-class research focus at the University of Huddersfield, 
bringing together a wide range of aspects in the social and behavioural sciences; with an underlying 
purpose to produce research which can inform the understanding of and facilitate the improved 
effectiveness of investigative activity relating to many areas of crime, criminality and related  
research areas.

IRCIP maintains a crucial objective of encouraging and 
integrating many of the related science and scholarly disciplines 
active at the University of Huddersfield; understanding that this 
kind of collaboration can further contribute to the criminal and 
civil investigative process.  It is recognised that these disciplines 
range from Analytic Science to Jurisprudence.  Expertise in 
research oriented postgraduate courses will also provide a 
catalyst for similar courses throughout the University. 

In addition IRCIP will act as a world centre for developing 
the professionalisation of behavioural and related natural 
science disciplines that contribute to police and governmental 
investigations.  This will be achieved through the management of 
IA-IP and the support and maintenance of professional networks 
for research and publication.  Currently there is no major centre 

in Europe that focuses on professional expertise in court.   
IRCIP will therefore play a particularly important international 
role in this area.  This will build on contributions that members 
of IRCIP have already made to court cases and government 
enquiries of international significance.

It is recognised that this mission implies the commitment  
of the Centre’s contribution to the profile of  
the University of Huddersfield.  Proactive involvements in 
the mass media, international training and conferences for 
example are integral to the activities of IRCIP.  These efforts 
are aimed at raising public awareness of IRCIP as a world-class 
centre for research and scholarship, thereby enhancing  
the research profile of the University of Huddersfield.

Related websites

Institute for Applied Criminology and Forensic Science:  
www.IACFS.co.uk

International Academy of Investigative Psychology:  
www.ia-ip.org

Investigative Psychology:  
www.i-psy.com

International Research Centre for Investigative Psychology:  
www2.hud.ac.uk/hhs/ircip/index.php

Professor David Canter:  
www.davidcanter.com
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